




































































ON THE LEFT,
ANDREA
ARCANGELI,

THE PROTAGONIST
OF “CASI EL
P4rafso” By
EDGAR 84N JUAN.
ABOVE, AT THE
TOP, ANOTHER
TWO SCENES
FROM THE FILM
WICH BEGAN ITS
PRODUCTION
JOURNEY AT THE
Apurig Friim
Forum

THE FILM FORUM
LANDS
INOTRANTO

The 14th edition of the Apulia
Film Forum - Euro-Mediterranean

Edition, October 30 - 31.

The Apulia Film Commission
will present its latest
networking actions and new

funds at the MI1A

he Apulia Film Commission will be organi-

zing the party that opens the next edition of

the MIA (International Audiovisual Market),

on October 9 and a panel, on October 10, at

12.00 midday, where the film commission will illustrate its

networking actions and new funds, including the Apulia De-

velopment Film Fund, the open call of which will be online

until October 31. The opportunities offered to flmmakers by

the Region will also be presented through two trailers prior
to the pitching sessions for documentaries and TV series.

These initiatives, realized by the Regione Puglia, ARET

PugliaPromozione and the Apulia Film Commission as part

of “Promuovere il cinema 2023-Promoting cinema 2023”,

take advantage of the resources of the POR Puglia 2014-

2020 - Asse VI - Azione 6.8. which have made it possible to

channel some funds linked to tourist promotion into audio-

visuals. The aim is to boost knowledge about and use of
the cultural patrimony and the territory of Apulia, increas-
ing movie tourism and the attractiveness of locations in
the region for theatrical producers and stakeholders.

The funding involved is around € 1 million which is
dedicated to promotion at festivals and markets, as well
as the actions of the film commission (like the party fol-
lowing the screening of Comandante by Edoardo De Ange-
lis, the movie that opened the Venice Film Festival, or the
meetings organized for the presentation of The Invention
of Snow by Vittorio Moroni, in competition at Venice Days),
and the communication of some productions. These in-
clude some TV series due for imminent release like The
Life you wanted by lvan Cotroneo, realized by Banijay for
Netflix; Gerri directed by Giuseppe Bonito and produced by
Cattleya for Rai, shot in Bisceglie, Barletta and Trani, and
Storia di una famiglia per bene 2 by Stefano Reali, a Me-
diaset production from Undici Marzo Film, shot on location
in Monopoli, Bari, Molfetta, Giovinazzo and Bisceglie.

The protocol between the film commission and ARET
PugliaPromozione also includes support for some festivals
that are part of the AFC network: specifically, the Otran-
to Film Festival, directed by Stefania Rocca which has
reached its 14" edition, and Cinzella, the Taranto festival
dedicated to music and cinema directed by the actor and
activist Michele Riondino. The directors of both festivals
announced the main new features of their events at the
Venice Film Festival.

The 14" edition of the Apulia Film Forum —Euro-Medi-
terranean Edition will be held during the first two days of
the Otranto Film Festival, on October 30 and 31. 10 feature
movies in the development phase, documentaries or dra-
mas, with at least 20% of the budget guaranteed, to be all
or partly made in Apulia, will be presented to authoritative
Italian and international producers.

The projects ‘baptized’ by the Apulia Film Forum in-
clude Casi el Paraiso, a brilliant comedy directed by Edgar
San Juan, currently in post-production, which is a co-pro-
duction between the Mexican Film Tank and the Italian In-
terlinea. Based on the bestseller of the same name by Luis
Spota, it is the story of the young son of a prostitute who
is orphaned (Andrea Arcangeli) and ends up in jail where a
count (Maurizio Lombardi) takes him under his protective
wing and ‘transforms him’ into a prince. Shot in Mexico
(Mexico City and Acapulco, in May) and Apulia (in Bari, the
Union circle of Bari, old Bari, Giovinazzo, Villa Fenicia near
Ruvo, Bitritto and the coast of Gargano), it wrapped on
June 17. The cast of the movie also includes Mexican ac-
tress Esmeralda Pimentel, and the influencer Karol Sevilla.
It was also financed through the fund of the MiBAG (Italian
Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities) dedicated to
minority co-productions, and the Apulia Fllm Commission
production fund (with a contribution of € 320,000).

“The Apulia Film Forum is a formula that worked par-
ticularly well for us because it gave us time to get to know
each other better, to spend time together and research the
project, as well as to become friends” says Antonini. “It
took years to make our movie because Covid got in the
way, but now we are finally at the first rough cut. Cine-
polis is our international distributor, a company that owns
many theaters in Spain and Latin America and will also
handle the distribution in Mexico. With regard to Italy, we
are exploring an itinerary for the distribution in 2024 and
weighing up various interlocutors.
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